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The amendment received 10/19/06 has been made of record. Claims 33-35 and 
42-44 are pending. 

The indicated allowability of claims 32 and 36-41 contained in the previous office 
action is withdrawn upon further consideration of the prior art.of record. 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 33, 35, 42 and 43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by GB*185. 

GB 185 discloses PVC/elastomer blends as discussed in previous office actions. 
Applicants have previously argued that this reference teaches the combination of each 
of the polymeric components in latex form. This argument is revisited here. 

GB 185 does state *the latex obtained in this invention and the polyvinyl chloride 
can be blended, and the resulting blend is subjected to salting out" Applicants 
arguments rely on this'fealting ouf step and other steps taught by the reference which 
are typically applied to latex formulations as support for their conclusion that both 
components must be in latex form at the time of mixing. It is the position of the 
examiner, however, that the language of the reference leaves open the possibility of the 
PVC being in dry form since it is being added to a latex which can result in the mixture . 
being predominantly liquid and subject to process steps typically applied to a latex. 
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In the alternative, applicants' composition claims are not seen as distinguishing 
over the compositions of the reference even if the latter are limited in interpretation to a 
combination of two lattices. 

In either case, the graft copolymer elastomer of the reference is seen as fulfilling 
the roll of polymeric processing aid in light of the definition of this component in instant 
claim 35. 

Claims 33, 34, and 42-44 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Newman et al. 

Newman et al disclose polymer blends produced by combining rubber latex with 
a dry particulate resin. The rubber may suitably comprise butadiene and acrylonitrile 
while the dry resin may be PVC (see example 1 1 ). The further addition of lubricant is 
disclosed. 

While the lubricant may not be pre-added to the latex, no difference is seen in the 
resulting product. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Edward J. Cain whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
1118. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F from 10:00 to 6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vasu Jagannathan, can be reached on 571 272-1 1 19. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infomnation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infomnation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Edward J. Cain 
Primary Examiner 



